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Why is Preparing for Census 2020 Important? 
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http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://sustainstl.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/06/government_grants.jpg&imgrefurl=http://sustainstl.org/free-grant-writing-workshop-hosted-by-claire-mccaskill/&usg=__zb5dJ87DMDCTB5AsiNgS2htgFn4=&h=298&w=250&sz=18&hl=en&start=46&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=zK5PswApTb3PiM:&tbnh=116&tbnw=97&prev=/images?q=grant+writing&start=40&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=20&tbm=isch&ei=jpaaTbzoFoyisQPWopSIBA
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/supported/programs/justice/images/justice.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/supported/programs/justice/&usg=__wa0HGEmWBsKDE_VIXKz7RMkuzMc=&h=313&w=300&sz=80&hl=en&start=2&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=hNN6Un5_uGk5lM:&tbnh=117&tbnw=112&prev=/images?q=community&hl=en&sa=G&gbv=2&tbm=isch&ei=xqCaTfbYNovksQPrjKmVBA


* Source: https://gwipp.gwu.edu/counting-dollars-role-decennial-census-geographic-distribution-federal-funds
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A lot of money!

$1,910 Per Resident
Per Year  

Why is Preparing for Census 
2020 Important? 



Why The Census Matters

Opportunity Costs to the State

Cost of errors is on us!!!

Measurement: One Year Ten Years

Per Resident Missed:
$1,910 $19,100

Per Housing Unit Not Included:
(2.32  Average Residents) $4,431 $44,312

If the State’s Census is off .1 percent:
(~780 Residents, ~336 Housing Units) ~ $1.5 Million ~ $15 Million
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Local Effort in Preparation for Census 2020

- Ensure the Census Bureau has good data: 

- Correct Political (city) Boundaries

- Local Update of Census Addresses (LUCA)

- Local Official request Census Tract boundaries that make sense (PSAP)

- Encourage Everyone to be Counted

- Complete Count Committees

- Get out the word efforts
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Screenshot 2015 New Town, ND



Screenshot 2017 New Town, ND
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We look kind of passive 
compare to most of the 

rest of the country!!! 

Late Address Adds Prior to Census 2010
(Including LUCA Appeals) By County
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Local Official Request Census Tract Boundaries that Support Local Needs (PSAP)
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North Dakota 
Hard to Count Populations:

• American Indians 

• Bakken Region Oilfield Workers

• Retired snowbirds with more than one residence

• College students – legal residents elsewhere

• Recently arrived immigrants 

• Rural residents
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Complete Count Committees

• CCC briefing and training 
materials

• Partnership Specialist 
Support

▪ The county, municipal and community levels
▪ Resources

▪ Partnership Agreement
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https://www.census.gov/censusexplorer/2010ratemap.html

Census
2010

Response
Rate

https://www.census.gov/censusexplorer/2010ratemap.html
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SCCC and CCC Subcommittee Types

COMMUNICATIONS, 

MEDIA AND 

TECHNOLOGY   

EDUCATION 

(PRESCHOOL -

GRADE 12)

EDUCATION (POST 

SECONDARY)

COMMUNITY 

ORGANIZATIONS

BUSINESS

DATA AND MAPS

FAITH-BASED

HOMELESS

IMMIGRANT

GOVERNMENT

EX-OFFENDER

GROUP QUARTERS

RECRUITING

VETERANS

SENIOR CITIZEN

LIBRARY

SPECIAL HOUSING

• Faith-based organizations are 
found in every community and 
maintain interactive and 
ongoing communications with 
their members. 

• The ex-offender population is 
sizeable and is often 
disenfranchised from the 
community and hard to track..

• Census can manage costs by 
leveraging the ability of local 
government to provide 
knowledge of the population, 
organizations., and 
institutions.

• Because of the limited access 
to most group quarters, 
cooperation from the 
institutions is vitally important 
to achieve an accurate count.

• In the 2010 Decennial Census, 
the count was 209,325 for 
persons counted at shelters, 
outdoor locations, soup 
kitchens and mobile food vans.

• One of the serious challenges 
for a Census enumerator is 
encountering housing units 
where no one in the 
household speaks English.

• Assists community 
Organizations in utilizing 
Census toolkit materials 
enables them to innovate.

• Involving a community’s 
business sector creates a 
unifying element that touches 
every household within the 
community. 

• Utilizing community orgs 
provide outreach 
opportunities for a broad 
spectrum of residents of all 
ages, races and backgrounds.

• Understanding where hard-to-
count areas exist is important to 
direct subcommittee activities 
toward the correct populations 
and geographic areas. 

• Reaches U.S. households 
through schools and helps 
create a generation of future 
self-responders. 

• Works with university housing 
to obtain administrative 
records for group quarters, 
builds relationships with 
leadership to facilitate access.

• Reaching all members of 
the workforce community 
enhances the ability of the  
Census to plug into existing 
recruiting resources.

• Urban Libraries Council 
says libraries are the “most 
trusted government entity”,  
poised to be pivotal for 
civic engagement.

• Although a high 
responding group, the 
trend towards reduced 
home ownership may 
create enumerating 
challenges for field.

• The rental population will 
exceed a third of the entire 
U.S. population by 
2020.No matter the 
housing type, access is 
vital for an accurate count.

• Over 22 million veterans 
living in the United States  
present  a sizeable bloc 
distributed throughout the 
50 states.Former military 
personnel can provide 
leadership and excellent 
recruiting assistance.

STATE DATA 

CENTERS/CENSUS 

INFORMATION 

CENTERS



“We lead North Dakota’s 
efforts to attract, retain 

and expand wealth.”

- People, our most important asset
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